Messenger for September 2021
IN THE HOLY NAME OF JESUS: CHRIST IS RISEN!
HE IS RISEN INDEED! ALLELUIA!

From Pastor Mitteis’ Desk
Faith: The Skill Above All Skills

Sometimes in life we are brought face
to face with a situation that is just too
hard to bear. When that happens we
may find ourselves asking, “How

could this have happened?” More precisely, “How could this happen to me or the
one I love?” Depending on the situation, loss of job, relationship, health, etc . .
we may find ourselves addressing the question to God. Who among us has not
ever questioned or even accused God at such times?
As a matter of fact, we all know someone who did just that. The man’s name
was Job. For much of the 42 chapters of the Old Testament book bearing his
name, we hear Job’s question and challenge God. Finally, after much patient
listening God responded. “Then the LORD answered Job out of the storm. ‘Who
is this that darkens my counsel with words without knowledge? Brace yourself
like a man; I will question you and you shall answer me. ‘Where were you
when I laid the earth’s foundation? Tell me if you understand.’” God’s response
to Job puts things into perspective. Not Job, not even Adam was around when
God created the world. Therefore, God asks, ‘Upon what grounds, right,
authority do you question and challenge my ways?
When things don’t go the way you want, questioning and blaming God is not the
answer. We live in a sin-filled, broken world; surrounded by sinful people,
sometimes betrayed even by our own sinful nature. And so it’s only a matter of
time before the storm breaks and you find yourself face to face with a ‘situation’.

In that moment, ‘Brace yourself’ It’s not time to question or blame God. But it is
time to repent and trust.
Again and again in life, and above all in life, FAITH and faith alone, puts things
in perspective. Martin Luther once called faith, the ‘skill above all skills. It is the
work of the Holy Spirit alone” Especially in our sin-broken, storm-prone world,
bad things will happen and people will question God and ask ‘why’. When that
happens, they need to know: It’s ok to question God, as long as you do so
standing next to the cross. Stand next to the cross, asking God, ‘Dear Lord, why
did you let it happen to your only Son? And there it is, faith puts everything in
perspective.
Jesus said, “I have told you these things so that in me you may have peace. In
this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.”
John 16.33 And we have God’s word to the Galatians, “Do not be deceived: God
is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that will he also reap.” In the midst of
dark, difficult events that come our way in life, faith must kick in! Faith is not
expressed with the question ‘why’ rather faith (trusting God) asks ‘what’? What
dear Lord are you going to do about this.
What can be said to someone facing a loss? Keep it simple. ‘I don’t know why all
this has happened to you. But I know that God is still with you. And I will be with
you too. Now let’s pray and wait to see what God will do.’ Long ago the Apostle
Paul wrote to the Christians in Rome facing rising persecution: “If God is for us,
who can be against us: He who did not spare His Own Son but gave Him up for
us all; how will He not also, along with Him graciously give us all things:” (!)
In response to “all that” we respond, Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and
to the Holy Spirit! Amen.
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From the Principal’s Desk:
There are so many awesome things about my job. I get to hear some many
awesome comments from our students. Some of the top ones of this week….
“That is my dad’s truck! He is my best friend. He is the best at making friends!”
“This music is praising God!!!”
“I get to go to two things today...daycare and preschool!!!!”
“I had a great day!”
I am also the witness to many awesome things....
A student showing off the butterfly chrysalis that just emerged on the way to
school.
Students seemingly growing overnight as they hop out of their cars in the
morning (how do they get so big so quickly?!
And also an event that I will not take for granted. Choir! At Zion, we have always
had amazing singers in our students. We have not been able to sing as choirs for
a YEAR AND A HALF! Tuesday was the second time the Joyful Noise Choir
practiced. What an amazing sound it was! The kids do an amazing job and we
are so blessed to have a pastor that is a former band and choir director. I am
always in awe of how great our choir sounds.
Please click the following link to hear 40 seconds of JOY. (This video is only
accessed through this link. We ask that you do not share it on social media.)
https://youtu.be/ORDrjims_30
If you would like to see previous week’s messages from Mrs. Crouch, go to
shorturl.at/IJV18
From Zion Church Secretary
See our recent News & Notes for more
Information about our church, Bible Studies, school, youth group and other
events. As always, you are welcome to call the church office 8:00 am to 1:30 p.m.,
Monday through Friday, to speak to Pastor, or to the secretary.
May God Bless your September!
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